Kluster on themselves:

Kluster is music, Kluster is Kluster. Kluster create Kluster. On all instruments. Kluster harness electricity. Kluster use electronics. Kluster: meaning the age of the machine. Kluster dispense with homogeneous orchestral sound. Kluster juxtapose the individuality of instruments with the characters of the players. Kluster is brittle. Kluster is sonic chaos. Kluster reject clarity and the overall picture. Kluster adore abrupt atmospheric shifts. Kluster is music without authorial life. Kluster is free improvisation.

On this record:

The Kluster ensemble is a progressive pop group, the embodiment of what is perhaps the most radical underground music in Germany. Their style of playing relates to that of Stockhausen on  his “Mikrofone” works and to the Gruppo di Nuova Consonanza (Franco Evangelisti).

The Klusters played regular instruments (piano, electric guitar, cello, percussion and electric organ). Their sounds, however, were recorded via contact microphone, transformed, manipulated, distorted, chopped up and played through loudspeakers. A raw and exciting, roughly structured continuum of noise issues forth, rich in associations and a fascination bordering on aural magic. This music reflects our technical world, yet also resists it, like the new texts which avoid danger, evoking contemplation. Hence the combination of both media. The words begin by shedding a critical light on our everyday life as an emergency. In the second part, “Klopfzeichen”, another dimension becomes audible – a dimension of utopia, humanity, vast horizons and hope. These are functional lyrics, provocative, committed and ground sharp. Lyrics spoken over the music are gathered on the A side, whilst the B side is purely instrumental: meditation weaves through breathless curves of experience, shattering their patterns and taking its time in protest against a time which is out of time.

Kluster improvise. The tracks have no titles. Working description for the A side is Kluster I, the B side is Kluster II.

Kluster do not belong to GEMA and have no intention of becoming members, the design of their music spelling a rejection of collecting societies.

Oskar Gottlieb Blarr

